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In Go Set a Watchman (2015), Jean Louise Finch goes home to Maycomb,
Alabama for a two-week vacation. There she finds that her father’s views on
racial discrimination and segregation are in conflict with her own. He is not the
man she thought he was. This affects her sense of self, but she has no peer to
discuss this with. Her childhood friend Dill is abroad, her brother Jem is dead.

In this essay | discuss how the narrative of To Kill a Mockingbird (1960)
implies Jem was dead when the narrator looks back on the events leading to the
Tom Robinson trial and Jem’s accident. Reading To Kill a Mockingbird as an
act of memory makes clear why the novel begins and ends with the narrator
observing, and making observations on, Jem.
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“She aims to break it off at the point where the brother enters high school,
leaving the four-years-younger sister to a lonely childhood” (280) & #iHH L C
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Atticus, Scout, and Boo ——A Celebration of To Kill a Mockingbird (2010)
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& B X %, “And the book is really Scout’s book. It’s Scout and Jem’s book.
It’s really about the children’s learning; the whole town teaches them a little bit
at atime.” (Murphy, 80)
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one person we forgot to tell when Jem died. Somebody sent him a newspaper
clipping. He found out like that. ” (71) TKAM TE % 3t 1258 =4 = AHLIX,
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His children were in a position to know as children seldom are: when
Atticus was in the legislature he met, loved, and married a Montgomery
girl some fifteen years his junior; he brought her home to Maycomb and

they lived in a new-bought house on the town’s main street. When Atticus

was forty-two their son was born, and they named him Jeremy Atticus, for
his father and his father’s father. Four years later their daughter was born,
and they named her Jean Louise for her mother and her mother’s mother.
Two years after that Atticus came home from work one evening and found
his wife on the floor of the front porch dead, cut off from view by the

wisteria vine that made the corner of the porch a cool private retreat. She
had not been dead long; the chair from which she had fallen was still
rocking. Jean Graham Finch had brought to the family the heart that killed

her son twenty-two years later on the sidewalk in front of his father’s
office. (114-115, FH4EH)

ZOREPOTH DAL YA M) = MIHY, ZZTTTAHALFE
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HEZDOBH, O TORDVD - 72BN &, 7 = ¥ F LEE
HLTODLT7A A7) —LJEQRIVEICEY  EE R 2L, ER
ELD, TEROEEITT 2 LNV —DFEKTRINIZN—T 4
WCHPF 72 &0l 2L T 5, 2L T BOE Thnbd,
OZPITHEICRY  BEDKRRRAN Y ) —DLEZRD L Lipv D
7259 M L 72 B\ %3 <, "What had she done that she must spend
the rest of her years reaching out with yearning for them, making secret trips to

long ago, making no journey to the present?” (225)
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HTIE BECMESG) T T A A AL, BEADOBVIHNY — 2 - L
£ = ZDFE W, SORBHTANRPEFLT, Yo adpel
o 72BN 5 T\Whe TT 4 B A OB WHIEHE Y = LI X
TETWDEE 2T, “Bury your dead” (572 W) E B9, KIBDOEHK
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Atticus had treated him like his own son, had given him the love that
would have been Jem’s—she was suddenly aware that they were standing
on the spot where Jem died. Atticus saw her shudder.

“It’s still with you, isn’t it?” he said.

“Yes.”

“Isn’t it about time you got over that? Bury your dead, Jean Louise.”

“I don’t want to discuss it. I want to move somewhere else.” (236-237)
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We could see an occasional flash of the old charisma, but it was only a
small reminder of a most vivacious lady. I wonder if people will speak of

us, Wayne, in the past tense before we die. (Flynt, 38)
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“When he was nearly thirteen, my brother Jem got his arm badly broken at the
elbow.” 3 H T b W E D HRFDFE S L, BEIRANE - TEBA L3 <
Bolz RANCESTRORFLRZEEZ. TAYD YTy PR—=LP
WORTELZNEI DR LHNT L, (BILARRTT X7 Ml
WA TWDLH, KWL T AU A 7y bR=VIEREBETH2) /e
B\ > C “His left arm was somewhat shorter than his right” & 3B F:HA3E
BTV EOL\BEDITY Y — FOFED & U TEMIEA %\,

BNT 7T 7205, Ve AREHRT R ICwzo o HRFEIZONT
[ DO TR TE ZEEFEY HV, T DTG O W Tifeam L 72 Z L 258
RENTVD, CADEZZBERTVE LY TV AICBWT, @) Fo

134



% 22 *maintain” 2SBIEE TEibh TW b —J7, ¥ = 2ADF 1213 “Jem.
cosaid” EEEEAHCONT WD, BEOERFHEIZOVWTHESL L X, Gl
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When he was nearly thirteen, my brother Jem got his arm badly broken
at the elbow. When it healed, and Jem’s fears of never being able to play
football were assuaged, he was seldom self-conscious about his injury. His
left arm was somewhat shorter than his right; when he stood or walked, the
back of his hand was at right angles to his body, his thumb parallel to his
thigh. He couldn’t have cared less, so long as he could pass and punt.

When enough years had gone by to enable us to look back on them, we
sometimes discussed the events leading to his accident. | maintain that the
Ewells started it all, but Jem, who was four years my senior, said it started

long before that. He said it began the summer Dill came to us, when Dill
first gave us the idea of making Boo Radley come out. (3, T #E&E¥)

Carolyn Jones I “Atticus Finch and the Mad Dog” @ %= C TKAM O 25—
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injury is the sign of the experience’s “leaving its mark” on Jem’s body and on
his soul.™——& ¥ 3 — ¥ X3 _XTw 5, (Jones, 159) Z Z 12 GSAW D
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ENDT 2 L EDH IS EE NI IZ 572D TIE w5y
#i %4 5—=1t was then, I suppose, that Jem and I first began to part
company.” (63, THEH) D L) ITH ORI, Wik e 12#E
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Our mother died when | was two, so | never felt her absence. She was a
Graham from Montgomery; Atticus met her when he was first elected to
the state legislature. He was middle-aged then, she was fifteen years his
junior. Jem was the product of their first year of marriage; four years later I
was born, and two years later our mother died from a sudden heart attack.
They said it ran in her family. | did not miss her, but | think Jem did. He

remembered her clearly, and sometimes in the middle of a game he would

sigh at length, then go off and play by himself behind the car-house. When
he was like that, | knew better than to bother him. (6-7, THi&E#)
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ik, V= 2ORMOBERIZS H 2 5, 815 BT IS ERT ORI T,
Fo - BEYY Y2 HBEEIRLBLETTADADEHLTWAEHEL
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PRT WS LFED FIXBRRDEIIC, Yz 202 LM, JIIOEI T
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Jem’s soft brown hair and eyes, his oval face and snug-fitting ears were

our mother’s, contrasting oddly with Atticus’s greying black hair and
square-cut features, but they were somehow alike. Mutual defiance made
them alike, (173)
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“ATERAZV IO, FHRIZL & LTO L Jizb > THIFEI

137



WY ZEDNRFEDLE, TTANARY 2 AP~ ATHIZIETVVES )
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%o “Jem picked up the candy box and threw it in the fire. He picked up the
camellia, and when I went off to bed I saw him fingering the wide petals.
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®5ZLuFEH LT D, “He turned out the light and went into Jem’s
room. He would be there all night, and he would be there when Jem waked up
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“You’re more like Atticus than your mother,” he said. (90)
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